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nated," as his friends called his dismissal, Georges Louis's
diplomatic career was ruined. No new place was found for
him. He, died in 1917 in the midst of the War which it had
been his aim to avert. Doubtless there is some truth in
Poincaie's explanation that Louis's frail health and his lack
of intimate relations with Sazonov and influential circles
at St. Petersburg made it desirable in the interests of allied
solidarity that he should be replaced by someone who
would cooperate more cordially with Sazonov and his
Balkan policies. The fact that he was succeeded by Del-
casse, and then by Paleologue, who were both strongly in
favor of strengthening the bonds of the alliance by giving
Russia strong support, did make for harmony between the
Cabinets of Paris and St. Petersburg. It did tend thereby
to tighten the Triple Entente, but it also encouraged Sazo-
nov in his support of Serbia and his stiff attitude to Austria
and Germany which was one of the main causes of war in
1914.
THE RENEWAL AND WEAKNESS OF THE TRIPLE ALLIANCE, 1912
Bismarck, who regarded the Austro-German Alliance
of 1879 as strictly defensive, had refused to permit military
agreements between the German and Austrian- Staffs, for
fear that they might hamper the political freedom of action
of the civilian authorities. This Alliance, therefore, as well
as the Triple Alliance, "had long remained without being
supplemented by any such definite military convention,
stating the number of troops which each ally was bound to
furnish in case of war, as in the case of the Franco-Russian
Military Convention in 1894.232 Nor for many years were
232 Two minor exceptions to this general statement were the con-
vention of 1888 providing for the service of Italian troops on the Rhine
frontier in'case of a Franco-German war (c/v GP., VI, 247), and a con-
vention of 1900 providing for naval cooperation by the Triple Alliance
in case of war with France and Russia (Pribram, I, 241). See also W.
Poerster, "Die deutsch-italienische Militarkonvention," in KSF, V, 395-
416, May, 1927.